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Townsvilleôs First India Fest was held on the 25
th
 of October 

2014 with an aim to promote cultural integration by 

showcasing Indian cultural diversity to the community of 

Townsville.   

 

From 1.00 pm to 9.00pm, Riverway grounds turned into Mini 

India with opening of the India Gate, a replica of the national 

monument of India, through which the people walked into the 

event. 

 
 

The program kicked off with a Traditional welcome smoking 

ceremony by the Land owners and custodian of Bindal and 

Wulgurukaba. 

 

  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The afternoon sessions were primarily workshops like Yoga, Henna (Mehndi), Cookery and 

Bridal Photo Booth. 

  

 

Yoga Workshops led by Mrs.Kalaimathi were a huge success with the people who had come 

in for the event as it gave them an insight into more rustic forms of Yoga and not the forms 

which were available in any other Yoga Class. There was great interest for the Meditation, 

Indian Classical Musical Workshops and Indian Movie appreciation workshops with more than 

30-40 people attending each session.  

 

  
 

One of the highlights of the event was the Bridal Photo Booth which had more than 20 couple 

dressed as Indian Brides and Bridegrooms take pictures. One groom actually proposed to his 

sweet heart on the day after his dress-up as an Indian bridegroom. 



 

 

 
 

 

The afternoon session also had a 1 hour Garba and Dandia workshop which acted as a 

prelude to the planned evening cultural session. Garba and Dandia, which are the cultural forms 

of social dance from the state of Gujrat, are very famous amongst all the Indian communities. 

At the India Fest, we had almost about 50-60 people join in the workshop and get an idea of 

another dance form which is visually pretty close to Bollywood dancing but something which 

was not very difficult to learn and actually be a part of . 

 

 
 

The official inaugural ceremony took place at 6.00 am which was attended on stage by Mr. 

Biju Akkamparambil (IFT convener), David Crisafulli (MP), Mr. Ewen Jones (MP), Mayor 

Jenny Hill and Mr. Rajesh Gupta (representing IFT naming sponsor Adani). In keeping with 

Indian tradition, a lamp was lit. 

 


