
 



Editorial 8th issue 

Hello and welcome to the 8th issue of the DesiBytes. We are late as usual ( How did 
it get so late so soon!), but blame it on the plethora of parties and events yours 
“trulies” have had to attend, pre and post Diwali. All in the spirit of true editors of 
course. You never know whom you will meet in the party who might agree to write 
an article for you…. 

Speaking of articles, I am amazed at the variety and number of articles we are 
receiving of late! Who knew Townsville had so much inherent talent and people of 
such varied interests. We are really thankful to the contributors who take time out of 
their work and family life to write beautiful articles for DesiBytes.  

Hopefully this will be the last of the late issues and things will get back on track for 
the Christmas. Better start those incessant  phone calls early! 

Yours in Festive Cheer, 

Ritu and Suparna                                       DesiBytes.IFT@gmail.com 
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Trivia !
By Mr. Neal McKenzie.

A senior mental health nurse by profession, Neal is an enthusiastic golfer, grandfather, 
traveller and experimental chef (think vanilla flavoured gulab jamun). With a keen interest 
in all things under the sun, Neal has promised to drag himself away from his golf matches 
once a month to run a regular trivia column for the DesiBytes..

Question 1: If you were in a peloton, what sport would you be 
participating in?

Question 2: Charlie Perkins was the first 
Aboriginal to do what?

Question 3: what, in architectural 
terminology, is an oculus? 

Question 4: Einstein died and Bill Gates was born in what 
year? 

Question 5: who was the youngest actor to play James 
Bond? 

 Answers in the last page.



In Focus  
Steve Coleman – author, educator, father and outdoorsman speaks to DesiBytes 
about his life experiences. Steve Coleman is the author of “Decisions, Decisions!” 
and four children’s books; “The Bee’s Knees,” “The Ant’s Pants,” “Naree the Fire 
Lady” and “Jodi and The Turtle.” He lives in Townsville. 

How much do you think your childhood has influenced your work? 

Enormously. Growing up in a pioneering family on Maggie meant no TV, no electricity, no phone, 
no reticulated water supply.

Every 2 weeks mum brought books form the Town library – two each (I have two sisters). That was 
a big chunk of our entertainment. A valve Wireless was the only other source of entertainment, 
usually the ABC Children’s Hour after school.


Occasionally on holidays we would be taken into Town for a movie.

My mum and dad read to us most nights when we were little and that 
is where I got the love for stories.

I still remember some of the titles: Sarlie the Turtle, Shy the Platypus 
which, by the way, are still available. We were allowed one comic or 
children’s magazine each every week or so and I chose Walt Disney’s 
Donald Duck, so had an early introduction to solvable family issues 
and also the stereotypes and archetypes in the comic characters. I 
never got tired of reading them. My box of comics was under bed. I’d 
pick out 3 or four every night … and that was my favourite-story fix for 
the day. I read books as well … Robinson Caruso, Swiss Family 
Robinson and A coral Island … all classics of the day.

Both my parents read often and also my grandparents, who lived 
through the bush about a kilometer away.

So books were an integral part of our family life. Living the rural cycles 
of pineapple farming in a totally bush environment was fertile ground 

for childhood imagination … of invented stories and fantasies that 
came with play. That’s pretty much where my books come from.


How did you end up as an author? 

Always had fondness for playing with words. I was a bit of an 
attention-seeker and showed off through words. I got caught out 
often but that only enriched the value and power of words for me. I 
still use that power of showing off and need for significance but in 
a much more constructive way. When I was twenty, I started 
keeping a journal, writing about ‘special’ moments and solving 
personal issues. Writing was a kind of therapy in that sense which 
meant it quickly acquired a spiritual context. I eventually trained to 
be a yoga teacher and with an aunt a mystic and seer, the spiritual 
thread to writing became a fixture. The most significant stage to 
becoming a writer was having children … reading, writing and 
sharing stories with them. We had a lot of fun playing with words 
together. So the words and stories became part of the family as 
well. Then I started writing down the stories … ditties and short 
poems. It was when our children were well into high school that I 

decided to publish one of them and dedicate it to my grandchildren 
(There were seven at the time).




My first book, The Bee’s Knees was published in 2013 and I was hooked. Writing and stories 
became part of my life. 

What was your life before starting to write? 

I first started writing for myself when I was in my teens. The earliest recollection was an English 
assignment: I had to write a poem. It was a bit rough and ready and I don’t think I get a very good 
mark for it, however I did discover it was a way I could express my own ideas and exercise my 
emerging identity as a person.

I learnt from that exercise that this was a way to share my thoughts and learning through the 
medium of writing. Up until that point I was always challenged by the prescriptive form of writing. 
Writing essays to a strict formula was not easy for me.

It was when I was doing my very first teaching practice at Townsville Central State School that I 
discovered creative writing. My supervising year 6 teacher used music as a stimulus and had the 
students write whatever they felt whilst listening to it. That was another turning point for me. 
Creative writing was the way to go.

(A little background: First under a Primary Teaching scholarship, I trained as a teacher (Education 
Queensland teacher scholarship) – I later switched to Maths and Science teaching for secondary 
school.

A five-year teaching stretch in New Zealand opened my eyes to an emerging Outdoor Education 
industry and I leapt right in as it ticked a lot of career boxes for me. Since mid1980s I have been 
an outdoor education specialist (18 years in Townsville Grammar, then 18 years as a teacher and 
consultant at Iggy Park).


Where do you get your inspiration from? 
I get my inspiration partly from my childhood on Maggie. I also love a challenge: saying I will do 
something not knowing exactly how or when it would work. Most of my children’s books have 
been written like that. It’s an exciting, creative and sometimes, nerve wracking journey. The other 
big source of inspiration is artwork. When an artist ‘digs’ the story and weaves their talent into it, 
that is magic and uplifting. Co-creating is inspirational in itself, especially for children’s books.




What is the wisest thing anyone has ever told you? 
“Don’t look back.” Very good friend of mine, a tall Polish 
Connecticut man who came out to Oz when there was a 
shortage of secondary maths and science teachers, 
shared my love of the bush. We did many bush walks 
together, including a week-long hike of the Kokoda Trail. 
His name was Joe Sikorski. 


What do you enjoy most in your role? 
I love taking on a new challenge and immersing myself in 
the creative process that ensues. At first there’s nothing – 
an invisible, intangible ‘idea’, then there’s something 
physical … out of nothing it seems … something physical 
is created that has a power and momentum all of its own.  


Message for Desibyte readers 
Keep reading. Keep challenging yourself to read more about whatever interests you.

If you have a good idea, write it down. You never know just how useful and significant that idea 
may be in the future.

… When you have a problem, ask yourself this question and write down the answer: “If I could 
wave the magic wand and remove all the things stopping me from solving the problem, what 
would then be my first step?” 



The Indian in Outback - Travelogue by Dr Aparna Vikram 

Dr Aparna Vikram is a FIFO doctor working at the Mt Isa Base Hospital. She lives in Townsville 

with her husband Dr. Vasisth, Mother in Law Vijaya and her daughter. Despite her busy schedule 

Aparna finds Gme to indulge in photography and travel. 

Outreach Adventure in Normanton. 

        When my consultant at the hospital asked if I wanted to join her for an outreach clinic, 

I didn’t have to think twice, I just jumped at the opportunity. I was asked to choose 

between 3 desDnaDons: Mornington Island, Doomadgee or Normanton. Being very grateful 

for having the chance to visit and work at the rural and remote hospitals, I gladly let my 

other colleagues choose. I was given Normanton.  

So, the first expected thought that arises in our mind would be: where is this Normanton. 

Normanton is an outback town in Northwest Queensland, approximately 500 km from 

Mount Isa. It is a coastal town with a humid climate almost like Townsville. With a 

populaDon of around 1250 people, almost everyone knows everyone! The main income of 

this town is from caYle grazing. The famous Gulflander train runs between Normanton and 

Croydon and has a guided commentary that boasts of its history and is a well-maintained 

train to ride in. While I was gathering informaDon about Normanton from my colleagues 

and Google, I received my iDnerary for the enDre trip. I packed my bags and was ready to 

experience the real outback.  

As I was waiDng in the Mount Isa departure terminal, I always thought that the flight from 

Townsville to Mount Isa was small. But I completely proved myself wrong the moment I 

boarded the flight to Normanton. It was a 11-row flight with 3 seats in each row. It did have 

a toilet in the plane, the one that you would not know how to get in and once you get in 



you would not know how to get out!                                      

 

                                             

 

This liYle aircra\ was to stop in 2 locaDons before we reached Normanton. Given the 

number of flights I have been in this year, constantly travelling between Mount Isa and 

Townsville, the size of the aircra\ or the number of stops during this journey did not bother 

me one bit. I knew it was something I could handle. With a heart full of enthusiasm, brain 

full of excitement and a phone full of downloaded books and Ne]lix series, I geared myself 

for a fabulous journey and take off. A take-off that I will forever remember. Wobbly and 

noisy, and the one in which you cannot make do without holding on to something. In my 

case I was holding on to my dear life! But once in mid-air, the flight was rather smooth. On 

occasions when the pilot announced that we were going to face turbulence, I for the first 

Dme in my life experienced what an actual turbulence felt like. My stomach felt churned 



and the coffee in me was immediately replaced with regret. In about an hour we reached 

Doomadgee which was our first stop over. The engines turned off and we were not allowed 

to use the toilets at this stage. At the same Dme, we were politely told to stay on the plane 

waiDng for the aircra\ to be re-fuelled. The hot weather at this point was not favouring this 

situaDon at all. Finally, a\er a 15-minute wait that felt like a decade, we took off, yet again. 

By now my body was accustomed to the turbulence and the ups and downs of the aircra\. 

And the view outside the window would distract any person from the nauseous 

experience. The blue prisDne water and the green coastline was breathtaking and I for once 

wanted to just watch the scene, just feeling grateful for how beauDful our planet is.  

We then landed on Mornington Island, an island that is untouched by civilizaDon, exactly 

the reason why the water looked so vivid. A\er yet another take-off, we were finally 

heading towards Normanton. As we approached our desDnaDon, the landscape changed 

drasDcally. We were now seeing what seemed like a dried river with many dry veins or 

branches. Almost like our vascular system! These are apparently the salt marshes that are 

barren and hence termed salt flats or salt pans. The veins that I described earlier are called 

the mangrove channels. The pictures that I have aYached with this arDcle will beYer 

describe what I was looking at. 

 



A\er 3 hours of flying with 3 take offs and 3 landings, we finally arrived at Normanton 

airport. For those of us who think Townsville Airport is small, this would be a sight to etch 

in your memories. A small shed like house that you clearly can’t miss in the vast stretch of 

barren land, stood right next to the only strip of runway. Although the airport was nothing 

fancy with no baggage carousel to boast of, the staff at the airport were so friendly with the 

best smiles that could make anyone’s day. We landed and made our way in a rental car, or 

what I would rather call a rusty old Jeep, to our motel accommodaDon. It was convenient 

and Ddy, making me want to sleep right away. But I just realised that we had the a\ernoon 

scheduled at the hospital to aYend the clinic. A\er a long a\ernoon and evening at the 

hospital, we grabbed some of the best tasDng pizzas for dinner. I had a good night’s sleep 

a\er a long day.  

 

The next day we had to head to the hospital again to finish seeing paDents. On the way I 

managed to get a quick tour of the liYle town and took a picture with a giant crocodile 

statue named Krys- the Savannah king, in the heart of the town. A\er another half day at 

the clinic, we managed to rush back to the airport to catch the flight back to Mount Isa: 

again, it took us 3 take offs and 3 landings. During the enDre journey, the beauty of the 

coastline and the vastness of the blue ocean was a delight to watch from up above.  

I realized that planet earth is so vast, that it would take many lifeDmes for us to appreciate 

its varied beauty. And here I was in a small outback town in North-western Queensland. I 

felt blessed to have this opportunity. I was one grateful Indian in the Outback. 



History Column. 
Afghanistan -beyond the present tragedy. 

Dr Raibhan Yadav. 

Dr Yadav is a cardiologist. He lives in Townsville with his wife Dr Supriya Yadav and 
two daughters. Beside history, Dr Yadav’s other interests include Bollywood music 
and reading. 

Ahmad Shah Abdali(Durrani) is widely regarded as 

the founder  of the modern state Afghanistan.  In 

1747, he was appointed as the King of 

Afghanistan by a loya jirga in Kandahar, where he 

set up his capital. Assisted by a council of nine 

advisers from various Afghan tribes, Ahmad Shah 

pushed east towards 

the Mughal and Maratha Empires of India, west 

towards the disintegrating Afsharid Empire of Iran, 

and north towards the Khanate of 

Bukhara of Turkestan. Within a few years, he 

extended his control from Khorasan in the west 

to Kashmir and North India in the east, and from the Amu Darya in the north 

to the Arabian Sea in the south. Afghans often refer to Ahmad Shah 

as Ahmad Shāh Bābā, "Ahmad Shah the Father. 

He made many forays into India as the ruler of Afghanistan but those were 

not his first visits there. During Nader Shah's invasion of India in 1739, Abdali 

also accompanied him and stayed some days in the Red Fort of Delhi. When 

he was standing outside the Jali gate near Diwan-i-Am, Asaf Jha 1 saw him. 

He predicted that Abdali was "destined to become a king". When Nader 

Shah came to know about it, he "purportedly clipped" his ears with his dagger 

and made the remark "When you become a king, this will remind you of me".  
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As the ruler of Afghanistan, he began his military conquests by capturing  

Ghazni and then turned his attention to India. He 

conquered Kabul and Peshawar from the Mughals and conquered the area 

up to the Indus River.  He captured Kashmir in 1752. At the same time, he 

invaded Iran and continued to capture territory to the west of Afghanistan.  

Early invasions of India 

 

The Bala Hissar fort in Peshawar was one of the royal residences of 
Ahmad Shah. 

Peshawar served as a convenient point for Ahmad Shah for his military 

conquests in India. He invaded India eight times. After first crossing the Indus 

River in 1748, his forces sacked and conquered  Lahore. In 1749, Ahmad 

Shah captured the area of Punjab around Lahore. In the same year, the 

Mughals were forced to cede Sindh and all of Punjab including the vital trans-

Indus River to him, in order to save Delhi from being attacked. 

I have written extensively about the Maratha defeat at Panipat at the hands of 

Ahmad Shah previously. Even though he won a major victory there ,Ahmad 

Shah returned to Kandahar and the Afghans never returned to India. 

Why does history pay so much attention to Abdali? Did he influence the 

course India was going to follow after the loss of the Marathas at Panipat ? 

His refusal to continue his campaigns deeper into India prevented a clash 

with the East India Company and allowed them to continue to acquire power 
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and influence after they established complete control over the former Mughal 

province of Bengal in 1793. The fear of another Afghan invasion would 

influence Company policy-makers for almost half a century after the Panipat 

battle. The British were fearful of Abdali’s exploits and  in 1798 a Company 

envoy was sent to the Persian court to instigate the Persians in their claims 

on Herat. This was to forestall a possible Afghan invasion of India that might 

have halted Company expansion.  

His son, Timur Shah would consolidate the holdings of the Durrani Empire, 

and fight off civil war and rebellion throughout his reign, he would also lead 

multiple campaigns into Punjab to try and repeat his father’s success. After 

the death of Timur Shah Agfhan territory  would continue to disintegrate 

until Dost Mohammad Khan's ascendancy in 1826.Dost Mohammad 

throughout his reign had focused on re-uniting Afghanistan and had 

succeeded in doing so. 

More recently, with the rise, fall and ascendancy of the Taliban in Afghanistan 

one realises that the past will continue to shape and influence the present. My 

reading of the history of the Afghans,Moghuls and the powers that challenged 

them ,emerged victorious and then faded away gives me a new perspective 

on our shared past. The ancient Silk route still exists, modern armies follow 

paths that were laid down millennia ago. 

Maybe trade ,cultural exchange and peace 

will return on those same routes…… 

In future articles I will explore the Sikh 

conquest of parts of Afghanistan and more 

recent events in our shared history. 

Ahmad Shah Abdali’s mausoleum, Kandahar 
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The Story of Gandhi - 5 

By Mr. K C Gupta. 

Mr K C Gupta, ReGred ExecuGve Director of the Dept of TelecommunicaGon, India lives in Delhi 
with his wife Mrs. Manju Sharma and son Anubhav. He enjoys his visits to Townsville where he 
spends Gme with his daughter Mrs Puja Jain and her family. Mr Gupta has a wide and varied 
interest in spirituality, philosophy and Hinduism. Mr Gupta authors a series  for Desibytes on M K 
Gandhi, the Father of the Indian NaGon and one of the main leaders of the Indian freedom 

movement.   

                        Both Seth Abdullah and Seth Taiyab had agreed to entrust the ongoing 

dispute between them to Seth Hazi who was confidant of both parDes and enjoined 

their goodwill . Seth Hazi studied the maYer in great detail , discussed several Dmes 

with Gandhi and the lawyers of both sides . He pronounced the verdict in favour of 

Seth Abdullah .  Seth Taiyab had to pay to Seth Abdullah 37  thousands pounds in a 

total disputed amount of forty thousands pounds  .  It was a big amount for Seth 

Taiyab which could lead him to bankruptcy and consequences in both social and  

business circles . However , by this Dme , Gandhi had a complete picture of financial 

status  of Seth  Taiyab . He met Seth Taiyab . He could sense his anger but came to 

his rescue and  told him that  Seth Abdullah had agreed to take the money in 

reasonable installments . This arrangement of easy installments  was a life giving 



breath to a  gasping Seth Taiyab . He  wondered how Gandhi could prevail upon Seth 

Abdullah for easier payment terms .  Gandhi had a simple answer “ You had agreed 

for out of court seYlement much to the surprise of Seth Abdullah , similarly Seth 

Abdullah has shown his magnanimity in payment ; a\er all both of you had been 

friends , are respected by society and business people . I was wanDng that mutual 

trust , respect between both of you , earned by long associaDon , should not suffer “. 

This was Gandhi , a true humanitarian. Welfare of others was uppermost in his 

mind . Otherwise he could  have simply prolonged the case and conDnued to stay in 

South Africa .  

     Having seYled the dispute  which was his main assignment in  South Africa ,  

Gandhi decided to come back to India ; his contract of one year was also coming to 

an end . From Pretoria ,he returned back to Durban . Seth Abdullah personally 

received Gandhi at railway staDon .  Seth Abdullah was overjoyed  the way Gandhi 

seYled the dispute in favour of Abdullah and Co . Against his wishes,  he arranged a 

farewell funcDon in honour of Gandhi .  The funcDon was aYended by all important 

persons of Indian community including Mr Baker , the lawyer , Rustam Ji a close Parsi 

friend , Seth Hazi , the mediator  etc . There was lot of excitement in the 

community . All were full of  praise for Gandhi who had made an impression in their 

lives in a very short Dme . 

             In the party , one gentleman drew the aYenDon of Gandhi towards a news 

item published on that day  about the voDng rights of black community in South 

Africa . It transpired that Govt was bringing a bill in the LegislaDve Assembly  to 

restrict the voDng rights of the Indian community (NaDves LegislaDve Assembly Bill 

of 1894). The reason was one Mr Aiskemb who had won his assembly  seat mainly 

due to  the  votes given by Indian community in his favour . Indian community was 

quite sizeable in Durban to influence the elecDon results . Mr  Aiskemb was a lawyer 

and used to take up court cases of Indians .He was ,therefore , very popular among 

Indians .  



The Govt  wanted to curtail the voDng rights of Indians through this bill to reduce 

their influence  on the elecDons .  The argument given  was that the coloured 

community in South Africa was  extremely backward , illiterate , does not understand 

the meaning and importance of vote in a democraDc set up .  The influenDal people 

present in the party requested Gandhi to stay back and help them to defeat the bill 

for obvious reasons .   

   Gandhi was in a  double mind . He had le\ his family behind assuring to come back 

in one year Dme . On the other side he was serving the cause of his own people who 

were in a bad situaDon , helpless in a distant land . He also argued in himself  

perhaps staying back and fighDng against this bill , may further enhance his 

reputaDon and consequently  a beYer career and life ahead . Amid these conflicDng 

thoughts , Gandhi  agreed to stay back .     

                     Gandhi started working against the bill .  He called a meeDng of all well 

meaning influenDal Indians including Seth Abdullah .  Some were working in  private 

firms .   Indians working in govt departments  were also present . Gandhi also 

involved educated Indians who were basically children of  Indians  ( Coolies ) and  

had become lawyers and professionals.  Prominent among them was  Mr Paul who 

was a translator in Durban court and  thus enjoyed lot of influence among Indians .  

Another gentleman was Mr Subhan Gadfrey , a teacher of  Missionary school .   

      Gandhi addressed that select gathering of persons of Indian origin .  He 

introduced himself and spoke : “ This bill is yet another blow to the idenDty of we 

Indians  in Natal . We are working here for the white community , for the white 

government and there is absolutely no reason for withdrawing the voDng rights . 

Denial of voDng rights was against the terms of Agreement .  If this bill is passed , we 

will be further marginalized and  next will be an aYack on our ciDzenship . The result 

will be our   representaDve will never reach Parliament  and we  will ,  therefore ,  

have no voice in the assembly . I therefore reiterate , as I have said on several 



occasions that you should not lose your idenDty , come what may , otherwise your  

life would be worse than that of animals .”    

    Gandhi was able to make his point . Mr Gadfrey spoke on behalf of educated 

youth “ We have to put aside caste and religion ; foremost is our country , our 

motherland and our honour and dignity “ . A moDon presented by Rustam ji was 

passed . It was decided to take up the maYer with the govt not to proceed with the 

bill and Gandhi was  given full powers to handle the maYer as he deemed fit .  

Gandhi  started preparaDons with renewed enthusiasm to stop the bill .Telegrams 

were sent to the Speaker of Assembly , PM of Natal and to Mr Aiskembe  . It was 

requested to proceed with the bill only a\er  hearing the views of Indian 

community . Hon Speaker of the assembly agreed to postpone the discussion for two 

days . It was a great surprise and convinced the community that approach of Gandhi 

had a meaning ; that injusDce must be opposed even if one might  not succeed .  

         The next task was to send  a representaDon to the Assembly against the bill 

within two days . Gandhi dra\ed the representaDon which menDoned the following 

points :  

“ The peDDoners are Indian community of Natal . Presently we are enjoying the 

voDng rights in Natal as per the terms of our work agreement . The bill seeks to 

curtail our voDng rights which not only defies the Agreement but is against our self 

respect , our naDonal  idenDty ; tomorrow there would be  quesDons on our 

ciDzenship .  

We would like to submit that Indians are fully familiar with democraDc insDtuDons . 

Panchayats in India are funcDoning  following a democraDc process  since Dme 

immemorial .  In fact , democraDc set up in Europe came much later than  in India .  

We draw your aYenDon to Sir Samarmen’s  book “Village and Community” in which 

he has clearly menDoned that  Indian communiDes are fully familiar with democraDc 



principles from ancient Dmes and existence of Gram Panchayats  in India is an 

example .  

We draw your aYenDon towards the views of  Mr Pinkot , Sir Georgewood and Sir 

Tomas. These enlightened gentlemen  have quoted that Indians are in no way 

inferior to Europeans in terms of intelligence  and civilizaDon .  Max Mullar was an 

Indologist and he was full of praise of Indian civilizaDon . Thus even famous 

Europeans have acknowledged the intelligence , wisdom , common sense of we 

Indians inspite of being so called illiterate .    

We therefore seek that bill may not be presented in the assembly and Status Quo in 

respect to voDng rights may be maintained . “   

To make the text more powerful , it was decided to get the signature of maximum 

number of persons . Different parDes were sent across Durban to get the signatures 

overnight . The persons went far and wide on foot , on bicycles to collect the 

signatures . They were quite successful and nearly 8000 signatures were affixed with 

the document and sent to Speaker , newspapers etc .  

The bill was however passed by the assembly .  Gandhi  was disappointed but had 

the saDsfacDon   of uniDng the  community  to fight a  bigger baYle ahead. 



FesOvals of India 

Chhath Puja: Honouring the Sun God 
By Dr Reena Sinha 

Dr Sinha is a General Practioner who lives in Townsville with her 
Husband Dr Anand, two sons and a very well behaved Labrador called 
Simba. Reena’s hobbies include travel and long walks with her dog. 
The photos here(Except the last one) are from Reena’s own celebration 
of Chatt in Townsville.  

   Dedicated to the Sun and Shashthi 
Devi (Chhathi Devi), Chhath is a major festival for the people in the Indian States 
of Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Jharkhand.as well as the southern regions of Nepal. It is 
an ancient Hindu Vedic festival in which devotees show gratitude to the almighty for 
giving the bounties of life on earth and accomplishing their wishes.’ 

The word ‘Chhath’ denotes the number six, that is why the festival begins on the sixth 
day of the Hindu month of ‘Kartik,’ which falls between late October till mid-
November, depending on the year. The environmentalists call the festival of Chhath 
the most eco-friendly Hindu festival. 

Types of Chhath Puja 



Chaitra Chhath – It is celebrated in the Chaitra month of Vikram Samvat (March-
April), according to the Hindu calendar. 
Kartik Chhath – It is celebrated in the Kartika month of Vikram Samvat (October-
November). During this festival, the celebration revels at an immense scale. 
The festival embraces the worship of Chhathi Maiya and Sun God (Surya) along with 
his wives Usha and Pratyusha (the Vedic Goddess of Dawn and Dusk, respectively). 
According to Hindu mythology, the main sources of Sun’s energy are his consorts 
Usha and Pratyusha. During the festivities, there is combined worship of both the 
powers and the Sun. People offer prayers to the first ray of the Sun, i.e., Usha in the 
morning and the last ray of the Sun, devoted to Pratyusha in the evening. All the 
rituals involved are rigorous and extend to four days. 
There are strict rituals involved in the Chhath Puja, they include holy bathing, fasting, 
abstaining from drinking water (Vratta) for at least 36 hours, standing in water for a 
longer duration, taking dips into the holy water, offering Prasad and arghya during the 
sunrise and sunset. 

 

DAY 1: Naha Khay (Bath and Eat) 
On this day, the devotee takes a bath in the river (particularly, the holy Ganga) and 
takes the sacred water home to prepare Prasad which consists of seasonal vegetables 
along with rice and dal. The dal is made of gram and the vegetable is of Lauki (or Kaddu as it is 
called in Bihar 

DAY 2: Kharna (also referred to as Lohanda or Barauna) 



On this day, the devotees keep a long day fast and end it after worshipping Chhathi 
Maiya in the evening, followed by eating Prasad (offering to  God). The offering 
generally includes Rasia-kheer (cooked rice, Jaggery in milk), chapattis or puris 
(deep-fried puffs), and bananas. 

DAY 3: Sandhya Arghya (Evening Offering) 
The third day is followed by devotees fasting all day long without food and water. The 
day is spent in preparing offerings like  Thekua (Wheat flour, Jaggery,  dry fruits, 
milk), Coconut, Banana, Apple, Orange, and other fruits. A great emphasis is being put 
on the purity of food and is made without onion, garlic, and salt. They are being kept 
in Supali (made of fine bamboo sticks), Dauri (a basket made of bamboo sticks), or a 
metal basket. 
In the evening, people with family offer Sandhya Arghya (evening offering) to the Sun 
God from the banks of the river. 

DAY 4: Bihaniya or Bhorwa Ghat (Morning Offering) 
On the final day of the festival, the devotees gather on the banks of the river and 
perform bhorwa arghya (morning offerings) to the rising Sun. Afterward, they knee 
down at the ghat to pray to Chhathi Maiya, distribute Prasad, and go back to their 
homes. 
Further, people break their fast by eating ginger with water and taking blessings from 
the elders. After that, different types of delicious foods are made to serve the devotees 
who were fasting. 

Kosi (Kosiya) 
It is one of the most beautiful events during the Chhath puja. It is celebrated after the 
Sandhya Arghya or Sanjhiya Ghaat (day two) in the courtyard of the house. Kosi is 
usually denoted to the earthen pots or clay lamps, which are kept under the shade of 
five sugarcane sticks or twenty-four sugarcane sticks tied with a cloth (yellow color). 
It is also celebrated on the ghats (river banks) early in the morning on the fourth day. 
During the festivities, female folks spend their night singing traditional Chhath songs, 
which brings a joyous spirit all around. 



 

History 
It is believed that the rituals of Chhath Puja were followed in ancient times due to its 
mention in prehistoric Vedas, for example, there are hymns mentioned praising the 
Lord Surya and similar customs in the Rigveda. As per the Sanskrit Epic poem of 
Mahabharata, Draupadi is also described as observing the same rituals and traditions. 
Even more, the Pandavas, who were the rulers of Indraprastha and Draupadi, carried 
out the ceremonies involved in the Chhath Puja on the advice of noble sage Dhaumya. 
Later, the fact that Draupadi’s troubles got resolved and Pandavas regained their lost 
kingdom was all due to the devotion towards Lord Surya (Sun). 
The scientific or yogic history of Chhath Puja dates back to the Vedic times as well. 
Long-time ago, the rishis employed this method to remain alive without any food 
consumption and were able to gain energy from the sunlight. This was done through 
the customs of the Chhath Puja. 
Moreover, the significance of Chhath Puja is also reflected in the Ramayana (the tale 
of Lord Rama). During the time of Lord Rama’s enthroning (after returning to 
Ayodhya from their exile of 14 years), both Rama and Sita had kept fast together and 
offered prayers to the God Sun in the month of Kartik. As a result, Mata Sita was 
blessed with two sons, Luv and Kush. Since then, Chhath Puja became a significant 
and traditional festival in the Hindu religion and is celebrated in the month of Kartik 
by Hindus. 

Legend of Chhath Puja 
In the times of yore, there was a king named Priyabrat and his consort Malini who 
were leading a happy married life but had no child. So, they decided to organize a 
Maha-Yagya with the help of the legendary Maharishi Kashyap. The effects of the 
Yagya led to the pregnancy of Queen Malini, but she delivered a dead child after nine 
months. This caused great misery to the king, and he even decided to commit suicide. 
All of a sudden, the Manas Kanya ‘Devsena’ appeared and stated, “I am Goddess 
Shashti, and I’m an incarnation of the sixth part of the universe. If you worship me 



with pure mind and soul for six days, you would certainly be blessed with a child.” 
The king and her wife followed her and later welcomed a beautiful baby boy. This 
created a huge significance, and people started worshipping Goddess Shashti (Chhathi 
Maiya). 

Physical Benefits of Chatt Puja 
The main focus of Chhath Puja is on maintaining the cleanliness and mental 
purity of the devotee. By performing several rituals, the devotee maintains 
extreme cleanliness in body, mind, all offerings, and the environment. 

The long fasting that lasts for 36 hours results in complete detoxification of the 
body and mind because of the biochemical changes. 

Complete detoxification helps in maintaining the flow of psychic energy and 
makes the devotee more energetic. Using the energy, the natural immune 
system reduces the toxins present in the body. Detoxification processes like 
meditation, pranayama, yoga as well as Chhath rituals, help to reduce the 
number of toxins present in the body drastically. With the toxic reduction, less 
energy will be spent and the devotee becomes more energetic. Also, it 
improves skin texture and eyesight and reduces the ageing process. 

Mental Benefits: 

Chhath Puja rituals produce calmness in the mind. Since the Pranic flow 
becomes regular, the negative qualities like jealousy, anger, etc become 
reduced. If practiced sincerely with patience, it will enhance psychic powers 
like healing, intuition, and telepathy, which depends on the level of 
concentration and practice of the devotee. 

Significance of Sunrise and Sunset: 

Though there may be some exceptions, for a majority of humans, sunrise and 
sunset are the ideal time to safely receive solar energy. That is why the Chhath 
Puja festival follows a tradition of offering Arghya to the sun in the early 
morning and late evening. 



Short Story

The Diwali Gift

By Ms. Shilpa Thipse Seth

This article is collated from a Facebook group called Saree Speak with kind 
permission from the author Ms. Shilpa Thipse Seth . Shilpa is an interior designer 
by profession. She lives in Pune, Maharashtra with her husband and two children. 
She enjoys draping sarees of different style and watching movies like Radhe. 

       Few days back my maid had told me that her daughter had won a prize in some 
competition… but now I don!t remember the details.

Anyways, last week she told me that she was going to take a day off next Friday. I nodded 
absently. She reminded me again on the Monday of this week and to which I reacted by 
saying that it was fine and that she did not have to remind me time and again. Tuesday 
went by… so did Wednesday. Thursday… Just as she was leaving, she told me that she 
would not be coming the next day. I looked up from what I was doing and exclaimed, "No, 
Diwali is just round the corner and there is so much to be done. We haven!t even started 
cleaning the house yet. Please, not tomorrow!”
"But I had told you.”
I said, "I know. But, you come in the morning, finish your work and leave early.” She stood 
there for a moment… hesitant… but finally nodded and left.

The next day she came early… I had not even started my day yet and was in no hurry to 
do so. But she went around doing her daily chores. The doorbell rang. I went to open it. 
There was a courier for me. I took it and just as I was about to close the door, I saw 
someone sitting on the steps. I recognised her as my maid!s daughter. I called out to her 
and asked her to come in and sit. She smiled at me and said that she was fine and that 
her mother had promised to finish her work really fast and that they would be on their way 
soon.

I asked her where they were going. She said that she had won a competition sometime 
back and with the prize money that she had received she wanted to buy her father a shirt. 
The one that he wore to work was very old and was all worn out. I asked her how much 
the prize money was. She said, Rs.500. And then I asked her how much was the shirt for. 
She said, Rs.700. Surprised, I asked her how she was going to buy that with the money 
she had. She told me… that the shopkeeper had promised her that same shirt for Rs. 400 
if she helped him with the packing that whole day. They had a big delivery coming up 
owing to Diwali. So, she and her mother were going to help that shopkeeper with the 
boxing of shirts on that Friday. That way she would save Rs. 100… with which she could 
buy her mother a dozen glass bangles and a hairband for herself.
I stood there at the door… looking at that 10-year-old girl.



Then I went in… opened my purse. God knows how you guys are going to analyze this but 
here it is… I found two 500-rupee notes in my wallet. I took both… but then again, I kept 
one back… and walked to the door.

I called that girl and extended my hand to give her the note. She looked at the note and 
then at me. I told her that she could buy two shirts now and a little something for her 
mother and herself. Shaking her head she said, "No, I want to buy with my own money.”
I stood there at the door… looking at that 10-year-old girl.

I kept the money back and took a plate of sweets for her. She happily accepted that. I went 
back into the kitchen and told my maid that I could manage on my own, it was fine if she 
left. I walked up to the door with her… and the smile that I saw on those two faces was 
sure to light up my Diwali.

The next morning, I saw my maid!s hands adorned with new glass bangles as she handed 
me a pair of earthen lamps, a token from her daughter. She told me that her husband!s 
eyes had gone moist when he saw the gift his daughter had bought for him. I nodded and 
asked her whether they had bought the hairband. The maid shook her head. I looked down 
at the lamps in my hand… they were bought at the price of a hairband….
I stood there… thinking of that 10-year-old girl.

Editors notes - House maids are a ubiquitous part of India. Usually hailing from the families 
of migrant workers, these women travel considerable distance every day to work at a 
number of houses in the same locality. Their job description is pretty much the same as the 
house cleaners in Australia, but they come everyday. It used to be a generational 
profession, but this is changing…..



Movie Review

The Namesake.   By Someek Basu 
Someek is a manager in a MNC and a lecturer in the field of organisational behaviour in 

James Cook University.  Someek is a foodie and an avid sports lover. 

"What's in a name? That which we call a rose by 

any other name would smell just as sweet.”  

However, a name is much more than a word, it is an 

identity……. it is something that carries the aspirations 

of the father…. the hope and dreams of the mother, 

when they name their child. It is something we grow up 

with and we carry all through our lives. A name made 

famous or infamous ……. can have definitive 

consequences in life.  

The apparent frivolity of a name can have deep rooted 

sentiments associated; such is shown in the movie "The 

Namesake”. A movie that has been expertly directed 

through the lens of Mira Nair, masterfully portraying the 

intricacies of the life of a migrant, which resonates with 

us very intimately. The movie is based on the first novel 

of the same name penned by celebrated Pulitzer winning 

author Nilanjana Sudeshna Lahiri more commonly known by her nick name 

"Jhumpa" in 2003. Through her own roots, this movie was right up her alley for 

Mira, exploring the various emotions resulting from being caught up between the 

conflict of two cultures with diametrically opposite social, religious, and ideological 

outlooks. 

Namesake explores two generations of an Indian American family and their 

ideological clashes that arise from the assimilation of their lives. The film skilfully 

depicts the contrasts between the east and the west, through the eyes of the 



immigrant parents and their first-generation American children. The saga of their 

ethnic identity, roots of culture and the norms of an egalitarian society they live in. 

The film!s portrayal of the common problems faced by immigrants is very 

convincing. It takes the audience deep into the societal melting pots and cross-

cultural frictions, which are omnipresent in the lives of immigrants.  

The movie begins in the backdrop of 1970 Calcutta, with the life story of Ashoke 

Ganguli (Late Irrfan Khan). It follows his journey to America for studies and eventual 

return to India for marriage to Ashima (Tabu). Shortly after, the couple fly from the 

sweltering heat of Calcutta to the wintry chill of New York where they begin their 

new life together.  

Eventually, they have two children: Gogol (Kal Penn), who is named after the famed 

Russian novelist and playwright, Nikolai Vasilyevich Gogol, and Sonia (Sahira Nair). 

The movie flows on as the family starts living the American dream in the #burbs, as 

Ashoke becomes a professor and Ashima starts working as a librarian. The movie 

is true to life with high and low points, joy and times of tragedy, and deaths and 

births, and marriages and separations.  

As with most immigrant children, both Gogol and Sonia grow up soaking in the 

western culture and struggle to find the bridge between their Indian heritage and 

American identity while Ahsoke and Ashima hold on to their foundations and 

traditions. Gogol struggles with the emotions stemming from the differences 

between his Bengali roots and his American culture. In his quest for his own 

identity, he rejects his name. He has no comprehension of why he was named such 

till Ashoke tells him the story of his near-death experience when in a train accident, 

the works of the Russian author that he was reading at the time and the 

subsequent events of his life culminating into the birth of Gogol.  

The roles played by Irrfan, Tabu, Kal Penn and others were complimented with their 

outstanding acting performances creating a wonderful experience for the audience. 

Eventually, Gogol finds his solace after his father!s death. He finally starts to 

understand the depth of his heritage and begins to fathom "what really is in a 

name”.  



$To Gogol Ganguli, the man who gave you his name, 
from the man who gave you your name” 

This is a movie that is particularly close to my heart …. nearly at par with the 

Satyajit Ray masterpieces and is an absolute must watch for anyone who has 

migrated to another country or even dreamt of such.  This is the story of the "Desis”, 

the story of the "Bollywood people”, the story of the "accented English” and the 

story of the "kachhi kairi ka achar and curry”. I!m sure everyone will find something 

in the movie that will resonate with them. But…. bear in mind it requires an 

emotional heart to genuinely enjoy the melodramas of the movie and a rational 

brain to comprehensively decipher the intricacies of the human relationships 

painted therein. So, bring on the popcorn and let!sturn on the TV, hang on, where!s 

t h e b o x o f t i s s u e s ? ? M a y n e e d i t … .   

 



 

Book Review 

Year of the Tiger by Alison Lloyd. 
Ashni Weerasooriya 

Ashni Weerasooriya (12) studies in grade 7 
and lives in Townsville with her parents, older 
sister, a poodle and a cat. Besides being an 
avid reader, Ashni also enjoys sports and 
socialising with her friends. 

Imagine that it is the 2nd century AD, 

China, one of the most powerful and 

prosperous empires at the time. A war is 

brewing against the barbarians and 

Beicheng, and it can only be saved by two 

young men, from opposing levels of the 

social hierarchy - Zheng Ren, the commander’s son, and Li Hu, a young acrobat desperate 

for money. They create an unbreakable bond when they each join the annual archery 

competition. 

In Alison Lloyd’s debut novel, Year of the Tiger, she educates readers about life in Ancient 

China. While the people and events of the novel are fictitious, it is evident that Lloyd has 

researched China’s empire during the time which she describes, “as rich and powerful as 

Rome’s”. Lloyd demonstrates, that reading historical fiction for enjoyment is not a tedious 

chore, instead it’s an excellent way to learn and connect with the world around us. 

Historical Fiction highlights connections between the past and present using a narrative, 

enabling younger audiences to easily understand the context. 

In Year of the Tiger, readers are gifted with a well-rounded view of Ancient China through 

the perspectives of the two protagonists, illustrating not just another country, instead a long-

forgotten era. Recently named one of the modern 7 Wonders of the World, the Great Wall of 



China has survived a multitudinous array of catastrophic events. Lloyd constructs a vivid 

depiction of one of those events. She articulates to her readers how the Great Wall of China 

crumbles, through vivid and violent imagery of Beicheng’s enemies firing arrows at the 

wall. As Hu and his father are captured and forced into hard labour work on the Wall, young 

readers are presented with ancient punishments and long-forgotten traditional methods of 

labour, allowing readers to experience a different perspective of culture and traditions that 

could never be encountered these days.  

Moreover, young readers are presented with a sport that is still popular today. Archery has 

been around since the time of the novel and its popularity is slowly diminishing. However, 

hopefully after reading this novel, readers will be inspired to pick up a new sport. 

Furthermore, the novel describes a key event that the plotline is centred around, the Mid-

Autumn Festival. Hu and Ren sneak into the Annual Archery Competition, hoping to win. 

This solidifies the friendship between the two protagonists exemplifying key attributes of 

friendship and benevolent competition that young readers should be exposed too. Surely a 

novel where readers learn about ancient sporting events is NOT a waste of time.  

The Legend of Archer Yi is an ancient Chinese myth about an archer who is considered one 

of the best of all time. He is known for protecting China from the ten suns, otherwise know 

as the ten phoenixes. In a banquet hosted by the Magistrate, Hu and his family perform the 

play, “The Legend of Archer Yi”. Throughout the annual Archery Competition, Hu sings the 

song claiming it helps him focus, “O hark! O hear! In times of old, lived a hunter brave, a 

hero bold.” (Pg. 83). Similarly, to how Hu draws upon this myth to fortify his courage, 

modern readers like your children can associate inspiration and even courage from ancient 

Chinese myths in this historical fiction novel. 

Another topic about Ancient China that students can learn about is social hierarchy. Social 

hierarchy in ancient China isn’t very different in other parts of the world. We can see this 

because the main story is focused around two boys from opposite levels of social hierarchy. 

Hu is part of the lower class, while Ren is of the higher class. This can be seen when Hu 

tells Ren about his life as a peasant when he’s captured in the prison camp. Hu shouts at 



Ren, “I’m a criminal for stealing grain I never touched. I got an iron collar and a tattoo. My 

sister’s got to marry one of your ‘dummy’ soldiers to survive. My dad and me, we’ve got to 

work out here for three years, if we last that long. If the work doesn’t kill us, then we could 

still starve”. Here Lloyd evokes empathy in the audience towards Hu’s plight. To which Ren 

looks shaken as, just like us readers, Ren learns of the violent, detrimental former events 

that Hu endured. This sort of comparison is seen throughout the novel as Lloyd 

demonstrates what life was like in China during that time period.  

Children could learn so much more about the wider world and its history, not just through 

reading, but specifically through reading historical fiction. Through reading Year of the 

Tiger, we get to explore the Great Wall of China, sports like archery and the Chinese social 

hierarchy.  



Recipe 
Mandazi (Kenyan doughnuts).
By Dr Betty Wamola.

Dr Wamola is a Paediatrician and lives in Townsville with her husband, two 
daughters and a dog. In her spare time Betty enjoys reading and cooking.

These amazingly soft triangle-shaped donuts are very famous in East Africa 
where I come from. They are excellent with a cup of tea or coffee. The dash 
of cardamom adds an authentic taste which makes it different from regular 
donuts.
 
Ingredients   (Original recipe yields 18 servings)

1 cup warm milk. 

¼ cup vegetable oil.

¼ cup fine white sugar 

1 medium egg.

2 teaspoons instant yeast.

½ teaspoon salt.

½ teaspoon ground cardamom.



3 ½ cups all-purpose flour, sifted.    
Vegetable oil for deep frying.

Method

Step 1 Combine milk, 1/4 cup vegetable oil, sugar, egg, instant yeast, salt, 
and cardamom in a large bowl. Mix in flour, 1 cup at a time, until dough 
comes together and is easily handled. Knead dough on a flat work surface 
until no longer sticky.

Step 2 Put dough back in the bowl, cover, and let rise in a warm area until 
doubled, about 1 hour.

Step 3 Press dough down gently. Knead it briefly and divide it into 4 portions. 
Roll each portion into a ball; keep covered with a cloth to prevent them from 
drying out.

Step 4 Roll 1 ball into a 1/3-inch-thick circle on a floured work surface. Cut 
into 4 triangles using a pizza cutter. Repeat with remaining balls of dough, 
keeping other dough covered.

Step 5 Heat oil in a deep-fryer or large saucepan over medium heat. Fry 
dough triangles 3 or 4 at a time, without overcrowding, until puffed like 
balloons, 1 to 2 minutes. Turn and continue frying until golden brown, 1 to 2 
minutes more. Drain on paper towels. Repeat with remaining dough.



Gardening by JD 
Mr John Deambrosis is a retired chemist and sugarcane farmer. He lives in 
Townsville with his wife Carol. Besides maintaining an impeccable garden, John 
also enjoys scuba diving and travelling. 

This issue we shall look at two other indoor plants that improves our health 
and well-being.


1. Jasmine - The dwarf varieties of Jasmine make excellent house plants. 
Growing Jasmine as a house plants - soil needs to be moist and well 
drained. Do not over water. Jasmine adapts well in potted environments, 
however it should be placed so it receives some sunlight. Once your 
jasmine is established, you can harvest it’s flowers for teas and 
decorations.


      Pests - The vining jasmine is prone to spider mite which can be 
combated with horticultural oil. 


Jasmine has been found to improve brain activity, induce sleep and reduce 
mental stress. Studies have concluded that the plants scent has therapeutic 
benefits.




2. Chrysanthemums (known as ‘mums) - In 
many parts of the world, carnations are 
regarded as quintessential mother’s day 
flowers but in Australia it is the 
Chrysanthemums that hold this honour. 
Chrysanthemums do more than just 
brighten up your space. The plants 
properties have a positive influence on your 
mood. Like other flowers, chrysanthemums 
improves air quality. They are perfect for containers and baskets as they 
have a shallow rooting habit. Because of this they need regular watering. 
They are best suited in rich alluvial soil that is well drained and in a sunny 
position. They come in all colours of the rainbow. As a caution, ‘Mums are 

poisonous to cats and dogs if ingested. 

Happy Gardening and Merry Christmas from JD!




Plants in my garden  By Linda Forscutt 
Linda is a keen naturalist and conservationist. Linda also maintains a very 
productive community garden. Linda is originally from Darwin and lives in 
Townsville with her partner. She spends her spare time with her grandchildren 
and helping her fellow less capable gardeners.

 Weed Control using Chemicals 

I have found wriDng this part of the arDcle very confronDng as I personally decided 

many years ago to avoid using Non Organic chemicals for use in my garden and at 

the Community Garden where I grow my fruits and vegetables. However, I will give 

examples of chemicals on the market that are both 

Non Organic and Organic and remind gardeners 

that with both of these products, an integrated 

approach is always beneficial. For example, once 

you have chemically killed or desiccated the weeds, 

Mulch, Mulch, Mulch! 

I have chosen a Non selecDve herbicide from each 

category of Non Organic and Organic Herbicides. 

The Non Organic Herbicide I have selected is very 

well known, and commonly known as Roundup. 

The acDve consDtuent is Glyphosate. This is the part of the chemical that kills/ 

desiccates the weeds.  

The Organic herbicide I chose is Slasher and the acDve 

consDtuent is Nonanoic acid also known as Pelargonic acid 

derived from plant oils. 

With both of these products you must remember that 

they are Non SelecDve, they target anything that is 



growing and green! Take care not to spray when it is windy to avoid over spray on 

wanted plants. Make sure that it isn’t going to rain for at least six hours as the 

rainwater will dilute the chemical.  Target only the plants/weeds you want to kill and 

give a good coverage of chemical for the desired result. Use a guard if you can, to 

avoid killing the plants you want to flourish. This can be something as simple as 

puqng a bucket over a desired plant prior to spraying. Most importantly follow the 

manufacturer’s direcDons. More is Not always Best!  

13ml/Litre Water for Roundup is advised to kill most plants. 

70ml/Litre Water for Slasher is advised to kill most plants. 

More soon,  Linda 



Advertisements 

                          Small Lawns and Gardens Townsville. 




Small to medium lawns mowed from $30. 

Regular, consistent service. 

Contact Andrew on 0424096274 for more information




Answers for Trivia

Q1 .  Road bicycle race - Peloton (from French, 
originally meaning platoon)  is the main group or 
pack of riders in the race. This helps to reduce air 
pressure for the riders behind and helps to save 
energy. This word also denotes the community of 
professional cyclists

    

Q2. First Aboriginal person in Australia to graduate from an University. 
Famed for the Freedom Ride, Dr Perkins (1936 -2000) was a civil rights 
activists and a soccer player and coach.

Q3.  An oculus is a circular opening in 
the center of a dome or in a wall. Originating in 
antiquity, it is a feature of Byzantine and 
Neoclassical architecture. The most famous oculus 
is in the Pantheon, Rome. 

Q4. 1955. Also born in the same year Steve Jobs (Apple) and Tim Berners 
Lee (World Wide Web).

Q5.  Lasting only one outing, George 
Lazenby!s shorty-lived Bond was the 
youngest incarnation of the character 
with the actor being a mere 30 in 
1969!s On Her Majesty!s Secret 
Service. 


	Someek is a manager in a MNC and a lecturer in the field of organisational behaviour in James Cook University.  Someek is a foodie and an avid sports lover.

